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Abstract  

The analysis of the experimental energy deposition spectra, obtained with a single detector 

Liulin type spectrometer (SDLTS), reveal that in the high-energy deposition channels of the 

spectra exist count events that cannot be explained only with the depositions from charged 

particles. These events are well seen in the spectra from the calibrations with protons and 

radionuclide neutron sources as well as in the CERN radiation field and aircraft, balloon and 

spacecraft spectra. If the high-energy deposition events are from protons, their energy must be 

mainly in the range 1-15 MeV [Simpson, 1983]. The paper reviews all mentioned above spectra 

and concludes that these events could be explained with the registration of neutrons in the 

energy range 1-100 MeV. 

Introduction 

Onboard space vehicle radiation fields are composed primary of galactic cosmic rays (GCR) 

as well as of secondary particles, created during the nuclear interactions of the primary radiation 

with the matter of the spacecraft and the detector. As far as the contribution of these secondary 

particles to the exposure level is concerned, relatively the most important is that of neutrons. 

[Spurny et al., 2007].  

Around the International space station (ISS), a neutron emission is produced due to the 

interactions of energetic charged particles of the magnetosphere with the matter of the station 

itself [Sevast'yanov et al., 1997]. These local neutron fluxes are present around the station. They 

vary along the station orbit due to the irregularity of the flux of charged particles. At balloon 

and aircraft altitudes, neutrons are produced also by the interaction of the primary GCR protons 

with the atmosphere. 

Instruments description 

Fig. 1 presents a generalized block diagram of a single detector Liulin type spectrometer 

(SDLTS) [Dachev et al., 2015]. The SDLTS usually contains one semiconductor detector, one 

charge-sensitive preamplifier, a fast 256-channel analogue-to-digital converter (ADC), a 

discriminator, a real time clock, two or more microcontrollers and a flash memory. The different 

modifications of Liulin spectrometers use additional modules such as visible and UV sensitive 

photodiodes, a temperature sensor, a Global Positioning System (GPS) module with an antenna 

and receiver, LED or LCD display, multimedia card (MMC) or SD card.  

The measurement cycles of the SDLTS instruments is between 10 and 600 s. During this 

time, one energy deposition spectrum (EDS) from the cosmic ionizing radiation is accumulated 

and further used for the calculation of the absorbed dose and flux in the silicon detector 

[Dachev, 2009]. A system international (SI) determination of the dose is used to calculate the 

absorbed dose in the silicon detector. The dose in SI is the energy in Joules deposited in one 

kilogram of a matter. The following equation relates the dose to energy loss and detector mass: 
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𝐷 = 𝐾 ∗ ∑ (𝐸𝑖 ∗ 𝐴𝑖256
1 )/𝑀𝐷                         (1) 

where MD is the mass of the detector (in kg), Ei is the energy loss (in J) in the channel i, Ai is 

the number of events in it, and K is a coefficient. Dachev et al [2017] have already published a 

more comprehensive descriptions of the dose calculation procedures and the radiation sources 

selection procedures. Therefore, we will skip those details here.  

 

                 
   Fig. 1. Generalized block diagram of single detector               Fig. 2 Energy deposition spectra obtained during 

                 Liulin type spectrometer (SDLTS).                                     the calibrations with 32 MeV proton flux. 
 

Methodic of neutron flux and dose recognition in the Liulin data 

Recognition of the neutron events in the EDS during calibration 

Fig. 2 presents 3 energy deposition spectra obtained in the end of 1999 during the calibration 

of the mobile dosimetry unit number 1 (MDU-1) of Liulin-E094 instrument with a proton beam 

at the cyclotron facility in the Universite Catholique de Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium 

[Dachev et al., 2002]. The 65 MeV protons pencil beam delivered by the accelerator passes 

through collimators, 14 mm graphite absorber and 1 mm thick scintillator.  

The final proton beam was with 3-cm2 area and 32 MeV energy. The detector of the MDU 

was irradiated from three different incidence angles of 0°, 75° and 90° against the detector’s 

plane. The 0° EDS (red curve) maximum is at about 1 MeV deposited energy, which is the 

smallest one because in this case the protons cross the detector with a minimal path length. The 

maximum of the 75° spectrum is seen at 2 MeV energy deposition. In the 0° and 75° spectra in 

the channels numbers greater than 120 single events are observed. Low energy protons or 

secondary neutrons could produce them, while interacting with the surrounding experimental 

matter including the Silicon of the detector. The same mechanism is observed in the South 

Atlantic Anomaly (SAA). The high-energy depositions registered in this region are produced 

by the long path protons and neutrons interactions with the detector. The 90° spectrum is spread 

over the whole energy spectra of the EDS because both the primary and the secondary particles 

pass the longest side (20 mm) of the detector and produce very high-energy depositions.  

To investigate more precisely the neutron sensitivity of the Si (silicium) detector in the Liulin 

instruments, Professor Frantisek Spurny performed series of calibrations with different neutron 

sources [Spurny, 2005].  

Fig. 3 presents some of the results together with experimental GCR spectra obtained at aircraft 

and at the ISS. Seven different averaged spectra are plotted. The shortest EDS are those 

obtained from the 137Cs gamma and the AmF radionuclide sources with an average energy of 

the neutrons of 1.5 MeV. The 2.1 MeV 252Cf spectrum extends up to about 3.7 MeV. The 

average 4.2 MeV AmBe spectrum goes up to 8 MeV deposited energy. The longest neutron 

source spectrum is the CERN 50 MeV spectrum, which covers the entire energy range. It is 
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received behind a concrete shield [Mitaroff and Silari, 2002]. The region below 2 MeV is 

increased because of the low energy transfer (LET) - muon particles.  
 

       
                Fig. 3. Neutron sources spectra comparison.                Fig. 4 Relative responses of MDUs in terms of  

                                                                                                                ambient dose equivalent (D(Si)/H∗(10). 
 

The first conclusion from Fig. 3 is that the length of the neutron spectrum depends on the 

average energy of the neutrons in it. The second conclusion is that the spectrum above 1-1.5 

MeV deposited energy is generated by high LET particles with a predominance of neutrons. 

This is confirmed from the similarities with the CERN, GCR aircraft and spacecraft spectra. 

Fig 4 summarizes the results of the calibrations obtained by Prof. Spurny with two MDU 

units in the following three neutron fields: Isotopic neutron sources, CEC–EC high-energy 

reference fields [Mitaroff and Silari, 2002] and PTB Braunschweig neutrons reference beams 

[Guldbakke et al., 1994]. To increase the response toward neutrons, an additional polyethylene 

layer with a thickness of 1 mm was inserted before the MDU01 detector.  

The total values of the doses in Si in the MDUs were calculated by means of Eq. (1). It was 

consider that the part of the spectrum above 1 MeV deposited energy is populated by neutrons 

and neutron-like particles that is why the dose rate of this part is denoted as ambient dose 

equivalents H*(10).  

The following conclusions could be drawn from Fig. 4 [Spurny, 2005]: 

1. The additional polyethylene layer actually increases the response (see ratio 

MDU01/MDU02 in Fig. 4) maximum about 20% for the AmBe and PuBe sources. Perhaps this 

is due to the direct contact of the epoxy resin layer with the Si detector. When the neutrons 

reach the MDU02 recoil protons are created.  

2. The ratio D(Si) /H*(10) increases very rapidly with neutron energy. This ratio is 200 times 

higher for the CERN 50 MeV field behind a concrete shield (most right red triangle point) 

compared with the AmLi neutron source (the most left blue quadrat point). The latter is the field 

with the lowest average energy of 1.5 MeV. Such behavior is expected, because the both the 

total neutron interaction cross section and as well as the energy transferred to high LET 

secondary charged particles increase substantially with neutron energy [ICRU, 2000]. 

The last, known yet tests of SDLTS in 252Cf neutron field were performed by [Straume et al. 

2016] prior to the NASA high-altitude balloon flight, the RaD-X mission [Mertens, 2016., 

Mertens et al. 2016]. Four radiation dosimeters were on RaD-X board: a Far West HAWK 

tissue equivalent proportional counter (TEPC version 3) (https://www.fwt.com/detector/fw-

ad1ds.htm), a Teledyne dosimeter (UDOS001), a Liulin dosimeter (MDU 6SA1), and a 

RaySure dosimeter (version 3b). For 252Cf neutron radiation, Liulin provides absorbed dose rate 

of 3.14 ± 0.28 μGy h-1in ICRU (International Commission on Radiation Units and 

Measurements) soft tissue. This is lower than the observed with the TEPC dose of 5.09 ± μGy 

h-1, measured on the same date. 

 

https://www.fwt.com/detector/fw-ad1ds.htm
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Recognition of the neutron events in the EDS at aircraft, balloon and spacecraft 

Fig. 3 reveals that the shapes of the average CERN, aircraft and spacecraft spectra are very 

similar. The aircraft spectrum averages long-term data obtained between 2001 and 2005 by 

colleagues from Nuclear Physics Institute, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic [Spurny 

et al., 2007]. The ISS GCR spectrum is obtained between November 2014 and January 2016 by 

radiation risk radiometer-dosimeter (R3D)-R2 (R3DR2) instrument [Dachev et al. 2017]. The 

shapes of the GCR spectra curves at aircraft and spacecraft show a part with a high slope in the 

low energy deposition region and a smaller slope part, with an almost linear form in the energy 

deposition part above channel number 47. We consider that the high slope parts of the aircraft 

and spacecraft spectra contain mainly high-energy charged particles, while the small slope parts 

are build up mainly by neutrons, sporadic low energy protons with a long path in the detector 

and rare hi Z energy (HZE) particles. The paper “A comparison of the neutron dose 

measurements completed by the Bulgarian and Russian instruments outside the Zvezda module 

of the ISS” (Dachev et al. 2020), in this issue, more comprehensively develop these ideas. 

Fig. 5 and 6 visualize the single energy deposition events in the SDLTS instruments spectra 

at aircraft, balloon and spacecraft that are interpreted as registrations of neutron particles. These 

events are illustrated in Fig. 5a, 5b, 5d and Fig. 6a with single points above the dashed lines at 

15th or 48th channels in the GCR spectra; at the 148th channel in the inner radiation belt (IRB) 

and solar energetic particle (SEP) spectra and at the 24th channel in the outer radiation belt 

(ORB) spectra. 

Fig. 5a presents the SDLTS 600 seconds resolution parameters’ measurements along the 

aircraft path from Prague to New York during an Intense Solar Flare, Ground Level Event 60, 

on April 15th, 2001 [Spurny and Dachev, 2001]. Fig. 5c illustrates how the solar event produced 

an excess in the ‘normal’ exposure level due to the galactic component (as given by CARI 6) 

that was a little more than twice the dose rate in the silicon diode. The apparent effective dose, 

recalculated based on the CERN calibration, is about 80%, from the event rate.  

              

Fig. 5. Fig. 5a: 3D color-coded graphic showing the spectra channels population in the GCR radiation 

source in the channels range 0-256; Fig. 5b: 3D color-coded graphic showing the spectra channels population 

in the GCR radiation source in the channels range 0-16; Fig. 5c Analysis of the variations of the: altitude, 

absorbed and equivalent dose rate, flux and D/F ratio values along the aircraft trajectory on April 15, 2001; 

Fig. 5d and 5e are similar to the Fig. 5b and Fig. 5c but for the balloon flight. 
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The counts in all-256 channels of the spectrometer are shown on Fig. 5a. Well seen is that in 

the channels numbers above 15 or 48 energy deposition events (counts) are registered. Charged 

particles cannot explain these events. We interpret these events as neutrons. This is confirmed 

by the fact that these events are not observed at the altitudes below 7 km. The same effect is 

even better illustrated in Fig. 5d during a balloon flight. The above assumption is also supported 

and is in line with Friedberg and Copeland publication (2011). The authors demonstrated that 

the contribution of the neutrons to the mean effective dose rate starts to dominate over the 

muons and other charged components at a high geographic latitude at 7 km altitude. 

The analysis of Fig 5a and 5b reveal that enhanced fluxes and doses are registered in the 

neutrons channels (Fig. 5a) and in the charged particle channels (Fig. 5b) during the maximum 

of the solar proton flux at about 14:30 UT. The crossings of the Photzer maximum, seen in Fig. 

5d and 5e, does not affect the neutron count rate. 

Fig. 6 visualizes the energy deposition events in the R3DR2 instrument data that are interpret 

as neutron particles registrations. These events are marked in Fig. 6a with blue points above the 

dashed lines at 48th channel in the GCR spectra; at 148th channel in the IRB and SEP spectra 

and at 24th channel in the ORB spectra. 

Fig. 6a is a 3D presentation of the counts in each channel of the spectrometer from one to 

256. The amount of counts is encoded with the color bar at the right-upper corner of the figure. 

The linear organization of the data in Fig. 6a allows the visualization of the single particles, 

seen as blue points in the channels of the spectrum. The dotted lines and the numbers near them 

denoted the upper boundary of the spectra, where the low LET particles are observed. We 

assume that the parts of the spectra above the dotted lines contain high-energy deposition (high 

LET) particles, mainly neutrons, long path low energy protons and ions heavier than H+. As 

well as protons penetrating trough the side walls of the detector.  

Fig. 6b studies what are the absorbed and neutron dose equivalent rates and the dose to flux 

ratio (D/F) distribution in four typical radiation sources along the 640 spectra of the ISS orbits 

in May-June 2015. The data from R3DR2 instrument are used. The neutron dose equivalent 

rate is calculated for each source, using the methodic described in the paper by Dachev et al., 

“A comparison of the neutron dose measurements completed by the Bulgarian and Russian 

instruments outside the Zvezda module of the ISS” in this issue. The dashed black line in the 

bottom of Fig. 6b shows the value of the dose to flux ratio D/F equal to 1-nGy cm2 particle-1.  

The first part of measurements numbered from zero to 270 in Fig. 6b shows data obtained 

on May 5, 2015 between 17:00:07 and 17:46:56 UT. The station crosses a region of a GCR 

radiation. Fig. 6b illustrates that the absorbed dose rate has a maximum up to about 15 Gy h-

1, connected with the passing of the south high latitude region with a maximal L-value of 5.33 

[McIlwain, 1961]. The measured neutron dose equivalent rate (black lines and dots) follows, 

with larger values, the absorbed dose curve (blue). The spectra with numbers larger than 180 

are with a smaller absorbed dose rate because of the crossings of the magnetic equatorial region 

with a minimal value of L=1.02. In the equatorial region, the absorbed dose rate curve shows a 

minimum with an average value of 0.66 Gy h-1. The equivalent dose rate curve disappears in 

this region because there are no counts above channel number 48 (Fig. 6a). When all of these 

channels are empty, the equivalent dose is zero.  

The dose to flux ratio in the first 240 measurements (Fig. 6b, red line), has a values close 1-

nGy cm2 particle-1 because the GCR source is mainly from high-energy protons. Their energy 

depositions are relatively small. This is expected from the Haffner’s formulae [Haffner, 1967]. 

A bit smaller D/F values in the equatorial region are generated by the proton spectra with a 

higher average energy than in the high latitudes. 

The geomagnetic shielding, measured by the vertical cutoff rigidity [Smart & Shea, 2005], 

is the reason for the reducing of the GCR count rates at low L values. At the higher L values 
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the vertical cutoff rigidity decreases and the major amount of the low-energy GCR particles 

penetrates down to the station’s orbit and produces the high latitude maximum.  

Fig. 6. Fig. 6a: 3D color-coded graphic showing the spectra channels population in different radiation 

sources. Fig. 6b Analysis of the variations of the absorbed and equivalent dose rate values and D/F ratio along 

the different radiation sources seen with red labels in Fig. 6a.  

The measurements from 280 to 480 (Fig. 6) contain data from the descending ISS orbit, 

which first crosses the region of the SAA and immediately after that - the outer radiation belt 

(ORB) region. The absorbed dose rate curve in Fig. 6b shows two maxima. The IRB maximum 

is smaller than the ORB. The neutron dose equivalent rate generally follows the absorbed dose 

rate in the region of the IRB maximum. It has about two order of magnitude smaller values. In 

the region of the ORB maximum the equivalent dose rate curve anti correlates the absorbed 

dose rate. The behavior of the D/F ratio (red curve) confirms the findings for the dose rates. In 

the IRB region, the D/F ratio is all above 1-nGy cm2 particle-1 because the protons, with energies 

30-400 MeV, deposit higher dose than the protons from the GCR source. The latter are with 

much higher energies and smaller energy depositions. We calculate the values of the proton 

energy in the equatorial edge of the SAA maximum and receive an average value of 49 MeV, 

using the Haffner’s formulae [Haffner, 1967]. After crossings of the SAA maximum at 

coordinates of (44.98ºW, 28.09ºS) in the poleward edge of the SAA maximum, the D/F vales 

rise up to about 4 nGy cm2 particle-1 showing smaller proton energies of about 30 MeV.  

The part of the 3D graphic in Fig. 6a, which represents the SAA maximum confirms the 

findings above. The spectrum maximum position against the red energy deposition axis in the 

left part of Fig. 6a is the first with smaller energy depositions per channel, which means a higher 

proton energy. Further, with the movement of the ISS across the SAA the energy depositions 

in the maximum rise up to higher value and respectively higher channel number, meaning that 

the energy of the impinging protons falls down.  

The large amount of blue points above the IRB maximum in Fig. 6a is generated mainly by 

the long path low-energy protons, populating these channels in the same way as the high-energy 
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points in the inclined spectra with 75º and 90º in Fig. 3. We consider that mainly the secondary 

neutrons generate the counts above the 148th channel.  

The analysis of the spectra in the ORB maximum in Fig 6a shows that they are with a single 

maximum at the low energy depositions as expected from the relativistic electrons. Above the 

channel 24 there are very small number of counts, probably generated by sporadically GCR 

protons. All D/F values in the ORB region (Fig. 6b) are smaller than 1-nGy cm2 particle-1, as 

expected from the Haffner’s formulae [Haffner, 1967]. 

The SEP maximum (last part of data in Fig. 6) is obtained between 20:02:34 and 20:16:14 

UT on 22 June 2015. It is the highest maximum of this SEP event with a maximal dose rate of 

5,242-Gy h-1 at 20:13:44 UT. The spectra in Fig. 6a shows small maximum in the first 

channels generated by the GCR particles. Further, there is a broad maximum in channels 30-

90, generated by the 7 MeV SEP protons at the detector surface (Dachev et al., 2016). 

Conclusions 

The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate that a single detector Liulin type spectrometer is 

able to register neutrons in the energy range 1-100 MeV. 

The presented evidences from the calibrations with protons and radionuclide neutron sources 

as well as from the CERN radiation field and aircraft, balloon and spacecraft spectra confirm 

that the Liulin type instruments do have the sensitivity to detect neutrons with energies above 

1 MeV. The SDLTS is used for a neutron dose equivalent rate calculation, measured with the 

R3DR instrument on the ISS, and for a comparison with the Russian BTN-NEUTRON 

instrument data. The results are presented in the paper by Dachev et al., named “A comparison 

of the neutron dose measurements completed by the Bulgarian and Russian instruments outside 

the Zvezda module of the ISS” in this issue. 
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